
AGENDA 
 

THE THIRD MEETING OF THE MUNICIPAL HERITAGE COMMITTEE 
 

ROOM 304 & ZOOM   5:00 P.M.  APRIL 8, 2026 
 
DISCLOSURES OF INTEREST 
 
MINUTES 
 
Confirmation of the minutes of the meeting held on February 11th, 2026.   
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
 
Heritage Alteration Permit 574 Talbot Street Pages 3-9 
 
Work has been delegated to Staff for approval; this information is being provided as 
information only and no action is required. 
 
 
Heritage Alteration Permit 571 Talbot Street Pages 10-18 
 
Work has been delegated to Staff for approval; this information is being provided as 
information only and no action is required. 
 
 
57 Walnut Site Plan & Heritage Impact Assessment HIA Pages 19-81 
Site Plan Control Files - City of St. Thomas  
 
 
Designated Heritage Permit Application 44 St. Catharine Street Pages 82-96 
 
 
791 Talbot Street Antiques on the Side Jonathan Bate DB Interiors & Exteriors 
 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
Home Insurance 
 
St Thomas Cemetery Company 
 
Rail Line Development Centre Street Website Link 
 
 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.stthomas.ca%2Fcms%2Fone.aspx%3FportalId%3D12189805%26pageId%3D13100646&data=05%7C02%7CSSteadman%40stthomas.ca%7C158b01c224fc4516456c08de8f324150%7Cf108540694964c97971c466c2696c63d%7C0%7C0%7C639105643849990090%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rcI99%2BX0mVq5DpzIPvlE5s0e781ClTmYyd2JsnV8VqU%3D&reserved=0
https://www.stthomas.ca/cms/one.aspx?portalId=12189805&pageId=13100662


Listed Properties 
 
Listed properties will remain on the register until January 1, 2027 Website Link 
 
 
In-Person Meetings 
 
2nd Wednesday of the month at 5pm - City Hall Room 304 – per Councils Procedural by-law 
the option to attend virtually will remain available. 
 
 
NEXT MEETING 
 
May 13, 2025 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 

https://cdnsm5-hosted.civiclive.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_12189721/File/City%20Hall/City%20Clerk/Municipal%20Heritage%20Register%20-%20Non-Designated%20-%20May%202025.pdf


 
 

PLANNING & BUILDING SERVICES DEPARTMENT 
t. (519) 633.2560   f. (519) 633.6581 

 9 Mondamin Street 
St. Thomas, Ontario, N5P 2T9 

 

 

MEMO 
 
DATE:  March 16, 2026 
 
ATTENTION:  Sherry Steadman, Legislative Services Coordinator 
 
SUBJECT:  Heritage Alteration Permit 
   574 Talbot Street 
   HAP-05-26 
  
 
Please find attached a Heritage Alteration Permit Application for 574 Talbot Street. The attached 
materials are provided to the Municipal Heritage Committee for information purposes. 
 
The property is identified as a “Contributing Resource” within the Downtown St. Thomas Heritage 
Conservation District Plan (HCD Plan), and the policies and guidelines in Section 4.3 of the HCD 
Plan would apply. 
 
As provided in the application and supporting materials, the applicant is looking to install new 
signage to the building at 574 Talbot Street and Section 4.3.2.8 Signage would apply. As per By-
law No. 79-2023, the Council of the City of St. Thomas has delegated the approval of signage to the 
Director of Planning and Building Services. Staff have reviewed the application and are of the 
opinion that the proposal conforms to the policies and guidelines of the HCD Plan and a Heritage 
Alteration Permit for the proposed sign has been issued. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact the Planning & Building Services Department.  
 
Regards, 
 
Kevin McClure, MCIP, RPP 
Senior Planner                
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Small Details, Big Impact 

MATERIAL TO BE USED

MaxMetal ACM
(Aluminum Composite

Material) Panel

TOTAL WEIGHT
15LBS

FASTENED TO THE WALL WITH BULL ANCHORS IN 6 SPOTS

SIZE 22" X 48"L

MATERIAL TO BE USED

MaxMetal ACM
(Aluminum Composite

Material) Panel

TOTAL WEIGHT
15LBS

FASTENED TO THE WALL WITH BULL ANCHORS IN 6 SPOTS

SIZE 22" X 48"L

Small Details, Big Impact 

Remove existing "ruby blues"
sign & replace with new sign

Sign shall not be
internally illuminated
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PLANNING & BUILDING SERVICES DEPARTMENT 
t. (519) 633.2560   f. (519) 633.6581 

 9 Mondamin Street 
St. Thomas, Ontario, N5P 2T9 

 

 
NOTICE OF RECEIPT FOR HERITAGE ALTERATION PERMIT 

(Section 42(3) of the Ontario Heritage Act, R.S.O. 1990, c. O.18, as amended) 
 
 
March 27, 2026 
 
Harrison Cole 
175 Edward Street 
St. Thomas ON 
N5P 4A8 
 
Re:   Notice of Receipt  
   Heritage Alteration Permit 
File No.:  HAP-06-26 
Property:  571 Talbot Street 
 
Pursuant to Section 42(3) of the Ontario Heritage Act, as amended, this letter is notice that the 
information and material required through the City of St. Thomas’ Application for Heritage Alteration 
Permit has been provided and the application is thereby considered complete. 
 
As per By-law No. 79-2023, the Council of the City of St. Thomas has delegated the approval of 
signage to the Director of Planning and Building Services and has 90 days from the issue of receipt of 
this notice to make a decision to grant or refuse this application. 
 
The Secretary of the Municipal Heritage Committee has been circulated this notice and application for 
inclusion on the next available meeting agenda date to inform them that an application has been 
received. 
 
Please contact the Planning & Building Services Department at 519-633-2560 if you have any questions.                
 
Yours truly, 
     
Kevin McClure, MCIP, RPP 
Senior Planner 
                  
cc:  Sherry Steadman, Legislative Services Coordinator, City of St. Thomas 

Jennifer Cheeseman 
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PLANNING & BUILDING SERVICES DEPARTMENT 
t. (519) 633.2560   f. (519) 633.6581 

 9 Mondamin Street 
St. Thomas, Ontario, N5P 2T9 

 

 

MEMO 
 
DATE:  March 27, 2026 
 
ATTENTION:  Sherry Steadman, Legislative Services Coordinator 
 
SUBJECT:  Heritage Alteration Permit 
   571 Talbot Street 
   HAP-06-26 
  
 
Please find attached a Heritage Alteration Permit Application for 571 Talbot Street. The attached 
materials are provided to the Municipal Heritage Committee for information purposes. 
 
The property is identified as a “Non-Contributing Resource” within the Downtown St. Thomas 
Heritage Conservation District Plan (HCD Plan), and the policies and guidelines in Section 4.4 of 
the HCD Plan would apply. 
 
As provided in the application and supporting materials, the applicant is looking to install new 
signage to the building at 571 Talbot Street and Section 4.4.3.6 Signage would apply. As per By-
law No. 79-2023, the Council of the City of St. Thomas has delegated the approval of signage to the 
Director of Planning and Building Services. Staff have reviewed the application and are of the 
opinion that the proposal conforms to the policies and guidelines of the HCD Plan and a Heritage 
Alteration Permit for the proposed sign has been issued. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact the Planning & Building Services Department.  
 
Regards, 
 
Kevin McClure, MCIP, RPP 
Senior Planner                
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175 Edward St, St. Thomas ON

N5P 4A8

hcole@colemunro.com
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Harrison Cole
Jennifer Cheeseman

03/27/2026
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Final Report 
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Prepared for: 
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Prepared by: 
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Heritage Impact Assessment – 57 Walnut Street, St. Thomas, Ontario 
Limitations and Sign-off 
August 21, 2025 

Limitations and Sign-off 

The conclusions in the Report titled Heritage Impact Assessment – 57 Walnut Street, St. Thomas, Ontario 
are Stantec’s professional opinion, as of the time of the Report, and concerning the scope described in 
the Report. The opinions in the document are based on conditions and information existing at the time the 
scope of work was conducted and do not take into account any subsequent changes. The Report relates 
solely to the specific project for which Stantec was retained and the stated purpose for which the Report 
was prepared. The Report is not to be used or relied on for any variation or extension of the project, or for 
any other project or purpose, and any unauthorized use or reliance is at the recipient’s own risk. 

Stantec has assumed all information received from Walnut Park Inc. (the “Client”) and third parties in the 
preparation of the Report to be correct. While Stantec has exercised a customary level of judgment or 
due diligence in the use of such information, Stantec assumes no responsibility for the consequences of 
any error or omission contained therein. 

This Report is intended solely for use by the Client in accordance with Stantec’s contract with the Client. 
While the Report may be provided to applicable authorities having jurisdiction and others for whom the 
Client is responsible, Stantec does not warrant the services to any third party. The report may not be 
relied upon by any other party without the express written consent of Stantec, which may be withheld at 
Stantec’s discretion. 

Prepared by: 
Signature 

Lashia Jones, MA, CAHP 
Senior Cultural Heritage Specialist 

Printed Name and Title 

Reviewed by: Approved by: 
Signature Signature 

Meaghan Rivard, MA, CAHP 
Senior Cultural Heritage Specialist 

Colin Varley, MA, RPA 
Senior Archaeologist 

Printed Name and Title Printed Name and Title 
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Executive Summary 

Stantec Consulting Ltd. (Stantec) was retained by Walnut Park Inc. (the Proponent) to prepare a Heritage 
Impact Assessment (HIA) for 57 Walnut Street, in the City of St. Thomas, Ontario. The property is 
currently vacant and proposed to be developed with an apartment building. The property has no 
municipal heritage recognition but is situated directly adjacent to the Old St. Thomas Church located at 55 
Walnut Street, which is designated under Part IV of the Ontario Heritage Act and is subject to an Ontario 
Heritage Trust (OHT) Easement. In conformance with the Provincial Planning Statement (PPS) an HIA is 
required to evaluate the impacts of the development on the adjacent designated property.  

The HIA follows the Ministry of Citizenship and Multiculturalism’s (MCM) Info Sheet #5 in Heritage 
Resources in the Land Use Planning Process, Cultural Heritage and Archaeology Policies of the Ontario 
Provincial Policy Statement, 2005 (Government of Ontario 2006). 

For the purpose of this HIA, the Study Area comprises the municipal property boundary of 57 Walnut 
Street. The Study Area includes the municipal property boundaries of the adjacent designated property at 
55 Walnut Street. To gain an understanding of the contextual history and character of the area, an 
overview of study area and surrounding area history is provided. A site assessment was undertaken to 
document the existing conditions, which included a pedestrian survey of the Study Area, the adjacent 
property at 55 Walnut Street, and the streetscape (from the public right-of-way). 

The impact assessment in this HIA is based on the Statement of Significance and identified heritage 
attributes in the designation by-law for 55 Walnut Street and the information contained within the OHT 
Easement. The impact assessment identified the potential for indirect impacts and therefore mitigation 
measures were evaluated, and recommendations prepared. Accordingly, the following mitigation 
measures are recommended: 

• Landscape Plan: A landscape plan should be prepared to conserve and enhance the “park like 
setting” of 55 Walnut Street, which is identified as a heritage attribute. This would include 
attention to planting along the property boundary and vegetative screening of parking areas 
adjacent to 55 Walnut Street. 

• Site Plan Controls and Vibration Monitoring: 

 Isolation of the adjacent designated property from construction-related activities 

 Site plan controls indicated on all construction mapping, flagged in the field onsite, and 
communicated to team leads 

 Stabilization measures and protective barriers for the directly adjacent designated 
property 

 Vibration studies for the adjacent designated property 

To assist in the retention of historic information, copies of this report should be deposited with local 
repositories of historic material. Therefore, it is recommended that this report be deposited at the 
following locations: 
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City of St. Thomas 
Municipal Heritage Committee 
545 Talbot Street 
St. Thomas, ON, N5P, 3V7 

Elgin County Archives  
450 Sunset Drive  
St. Thomas, ON, N5R 5V1 

The Executive Summary highlights key points from the report only; for complete information and findings, 
the reader should examine the complete report. 
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Administrative Assistant:  Carol Naylor 

Quality Reviewer: Meaghan Rivard, MA, CAHP 
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1 

1 Introduction 

Stantec Consulting Ltd. (Stantec) was retained by Walnut Park Inc. (the Proponent) to prepare a Heritage 
Impact Assessment (HIA) for 57 Walnut Street, in the City of St. Thomas (the City), Ontario. The property 
is currently vacant and proposed to be developed with an apartment building. The property has no 
municipal heritage recognition but is situated directly adjacent to the Old St. Thomas Church located at 55 
Walnut Street, which is designated under Part IV of the Ontario Heritage Act and is subject to an Ontario 
Heritage Trust (OHT) Easement. In conformance with the Provincial Policy Statement (PPS) an HIA is 
required to evaluate the impacts of the development on the adjacent designated property.  

The HIA follows the Ministry of Citizenship and Multiculturalism’s (MCM) Info Sheet #5 in Heritage 
Resources in the Land Use Planning Process, Cultural Heritage and Archaeology Policies of the Ontario 
Provincial Policy Statement, 2005 (Government of Ontario 2006). 

As per the guidance in Info Sheet #5, this report contains the following: 

• Introduction to development site 

• Background research and analysis  

• Statement of significance  

• Assessment of existing conditions 

• Description of the proposed development or site alteration 

• Impact of development of site alteration 

• Considered alternatives and mitigation strategies 

For the purpose of this HIA, the Study Area comprises the municipal property boundary of 57 Walnut 
Street (Figure 1). The Study Area includes the Project Location at 57 Walnut Street and the municipal 
property boundaries of the adjacent designated property at 55 Walnut Street (Figure 2).  
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2 Methodology 

2.1 Policy Framework 

The Planning Act, Provincial Policy Statement (PPS), and City St. Thomas Official Plan, all contain 
references to requirements associated with cultural heritage. Each is summarized below to provide a 
framework for policy requirements associated with the proposed development.  

2.1.1 Planning Act 

The Planning Act provides a framework for land use planning in Ontario, integrating matters of provincial 
interest in municipal and planning decisions. Part I of the Planning Act identifies that the Minister, 
municipal councils, local boards, planning boards, and the Municipal Board shall have regard for 
provincial interests, including: 

(d) The conservation of features of significant architectural, cultural, historical or scientific interest 

(Government of Ontario 1990) 

2.1.2 The Provincial Planning Statement 

The Provincial Planning Statement (PPS) was updated in 2024 and is intended to provide policy direction 
for land use planning and development regarding matters of provincial interest. Cultural heritage is one of 
many interests contained within the PPS. Section 4.6 of the PPS states that a “protected heritage 
property, which may contain built heritage resources or cultural heritage landscapes, shall be conserved.”  

(Government of Ontario 2024) 

Under the PPS definition, conserved means: 

The identification, protection, management and use of built heritage resources, cultural 
heritage landscapes and archaeological resources in a manner that ensures their 
cultural heritage value or interest is retained. This may be achieved by the 
implementation of recommendations set out in a conservation plan, archaeological 
assessment, and/or heritage impact assessment that has been approved, accepted, or 
adopted by the relevant planning authority and/or decision maker. Mitigative measures 
and/or alternative development approaches can be included in these plans and 
assessments. 

Under the PPS, “protected heritage property” is defined as follows: 

Property designated under Part IV or VI of the Ontario Heritage Act; property included in 
an area designated as a heritage conservation district under Part V of the Ontario 
Heritage Act; property subject to a heritage conservation easement or covenant under 
Part II or Part IV of the Ontario Heritage Act; property identified by a provincial ministry or 
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a prescribed public body as a property have cultural heritage value or interest under the 
Standards and Guidelines for the Conservation of Provincial Heritage Properties; 
property protected under federal heritage legislation; and UNESCO World Heritage Sites. 

(Government of Ontario 2024) 

2.1.3 City of St. Thomas Official Plan 

The current Official Plan (OP) for the City was consolidated in October 2024. The City’s OP contains the 
following policies with respect to heritage resources: 

4.6.1  In accordance with the policies of the Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport, Council shall 
endeavor to recognize and preserve the heritage resources of the City of St.Thomas. Heritage 
resources include archaeological sites, buildings and structures of architectural, historic or 
engineering interest, groups of buildings or structures which are of interest and value in the 
landscape and rural and urban landscapes. In essence they are the works of humans and the 
effects of their activities in the environment and accordingly may be considered as heritage where 
they constitute the consultable record of past human activities, endeavors or events. 

4.6.2  Council may support programs for the protection of heritage resources under the terms of the 
Ontario Heritage Act. 

4.6.3  Council may establish a Municipal Heritage Committee to advise on matters relating to the 
Ontario Heritage Act, as amended, and other business relating to heritage conservation. 

4.6.4  Council supports the designation and maintenance of properties and structures pursuant to Parts 
IV, V and VI respectively of the Ontario Heritage Act, as amended. 

4.6.5  Where this committee or Council may identify areas for study as possible heritage Conservation 
Districts, the Municipality shall follow the procedures established by the Ministry ofTourism, 
Culture and Sport for the preparation of the Heritage Conservation District Plan. 

4.6.6  Council also recognizes that there may be archaeological remnants of prehistoric habitation 
within the City and important archaeological evidence of historic activities which would be of value 
in future conservation of the built environment. Council may facilitate survey by government or 
private agencies should those agencies deem it necessary and may encourage the preservation 
or rescue excavation of archaeological resources which might be entailed in any future 
development. 

4.6. 7  Council may implement the heritage policies of this Plan through participation in Provincial and 
federal programs related heritage conservation. 

4.6.8  In addition to supporting individual property owners in the preservation of heritage resources, 
Council shall give consideration to the effects of public works on designated Heritage 
Conservation Districts. 

31



Heritage Impact Assessment – 57 Walnut Street, St. Thomas, Ontario 
2 Methodology 
August 21, 2025 

 
6 

4.6.9  New residential areas of historical, architectural or landscape value will be encouraged to develop 
in keeping with the overall character of these areas. Proposals for new plans of subdivision 
should include information regarding existing heritage features, including archaeological sites, in 
order that the approving authority may be able to properly evaluate the effect of the proposed 
subdivision on matters of Provincial interest in accordance with the Planning Act as amended and 
supporting Provincial Policy Statements. 

4.6.10  Council may utilize any of the following planning tools to support efforts to preserve heritage 
resources in the City: 

i) conditions of consent and subdivision approval and consequent agreements; 

ii) provisions related to site plan control; and 

iii) standards, definitions and regulations in zoning by-laws; and 

iv) property standards by-law. 

(City of St. Thomas 2024) 

2.2 Background History 

To understand the historical context of the property, resources such as land registry records, secondary 
sources, and online archival databases were consulted. To familiarize the study team with the Study 
Area, historical mapping from 1864, 1877 and 1903 were reviewed.  

2.3 Field Program 

A site assessment was undertaken on February 27, 2023, by Meaghan Rivard, Senior Heritage Consultant 
with Stantec. The weather conditions were cold and snowy. The site visit included a pedestrian survey of 
the Project Location, the Study Area, and the streetscape.  

2.4 Assessment of Impacts 

The assessment of impacts is based on the direct and indirect impacts identified in the MCM Infosheet #5 
Heritage Impact Assessments and Conservation Plans (Infosheet #5).  

Direct impacts include: 

• Destruction of any, or part of any, significant heritage attributes or features 

• Alteration that is not sympathetic, or is incompatible, with the historic fabric and appearance 

Indirect impacts do not result in the direct destruction or alteration of the feature or its heritage attributes, 
but may indirectly affect the cultural heritage value or interest (CHVI) of a property by creating: 
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• Shadows that alter the appearance of a heritage attribute or change the viability of a natural 
feature or plantings, such as a garden 

• Isolation of a heritage attribute from its surrounding environment, context or a significant 
relationship 

• Direct or indirect obstruction of significant views or vistas within, from, or of built and natural 
features 

• A change in land use such as rezoning a battlefield from open space to residential use, allowing 
new development or site alteration to fill in the formerly open spaces 

• Land disturbances such as a change in grade that alters soil, and drainage patterns that 
adversely affect an archaeological resource 

(Government of Ontario 2006) 

In addition to direct impacts related to destruction, this HIA also evaluated the potential for indirect 
impacts resulting from the vibrations of construction and the transportation of project components and 
personnel. This was categorized together with land disturbance. Although the effect of traffic and 
construction vibrations on historic period structures is not fully understood, vibrations may be perceptible 
in buildings with a setback of less than 40 metres from the curbside (Crispino and D’Apuzzo 2001; Ellis 
1987; Rainer 1982; Wiss 1981). The proximity of the proposed development to heritage resources was 
considered in this assessment. 

2.5 Mitigation Options 

In addition to providing a framework to assess the impacts of a proposed undertaking, the MCM Infosheet 
#5 also provide methods to minimize or avoid impacts on cultural heritage resources. These include, but 
are not limited to:  

• Alternative development approaches 

• Isolating development and site alteration from significant built and natural features and vistas 

• Design guidelines that harmonize mass, setback, setting, and materials 

• Limiting height and density  

• Allowing only compatible infill and additions 

• Reversible alterations 

• Buffer zones, site plan control, and other planning mechanisms 

(Government of Ontario 2006) 

2.6 Consultation 

A draft of the HIA was presented to the St. Thomas Municipal Heritage Committee for information on July 
9, 2025. Members of the committee noted it would be beneficial to set up further meetings with 
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representatives of the church Diocese, Church Restoration Committee, and Heritage Committee to 
discuss the HIA, potential impacts, and mitigation measures.  

A meeting was held with representatives of the Anglican Diocese, the Church Restoration Committee, 
Heritage Committee, Council, the Proponent, CDJL Engineers, and Stantec on August 12, 2025. The 
meeting allowed an opportunity for the various representatives to ask questions about the HIA, the 
proposed development, and next steps. The representatives agreed to continue conversations and look 
into additional pre-condition assessments for vibration monitoring, potential design modifications to 
address fencing, occasional access to the parking area for church staff and volunteers during events, 
location of the garbage receptacles, and tree removals along the boundary. Representatives of each 
group reiterated their mural desire to see the development proceed and maintain a positive neighbourly 
relationship between the church and Study Area development. 
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3 Historical Context 

3.1 Introduction 

The following section provides a brief overview of the history of the Study Area, 57 Walnut Street, and the 
adjacent designated property at 55 Walnut Street. The purpose of this section is not to provide an 
overarching history of the Study Area and St. Thomas, but rather to provide an understanding of the 
historical context within which the site is located.  

The City of St. Thomas is located on the traditional territory of the Haudenosaunee, Anishinabek, Neutral, 
and Mississauga peoples. The City of St. Thomas is located on land covered under Treaty 2, also known 
as the McKee Purchase. This treaty was signed in 1790 between the Crown and various First Nations 
(City of St. Thomas no date [n.d.]; Ministry of Indigenous Affairs 2023).   

3.2 Study Area History 

The Study Area is situated on Lot 46, South of Talbot Road East in the former Township of Yarmouth 
(present-day City of St. Thomas, Elgin County). The township was first surveyed in 1809, by surveyor 
Mahlon Burwell. Early development in the area was influenced by the development of the Talbot Road, 
also surveyed by Burwell. The township and much of southwestern Ontario was settled under the 
direction of the prominent colonial administrator and landholder Colonel Thomas Talbot (Paddon et al. 
1981). 

Settlement in much of southwestern Ontario was delayed by the War of 1812. Following the war, the 
settlement of southwestern Ontario accelerated. Shortly after the end of the war, Captain Daniel Rapelje 
settled on part of Lot 46, South of Talbot Road and built a grist mill. By 1818, he had buried two of his 
sons within his land holdings, beginning the present-day cemetery at 55 Walnut Street (Canada’s Historic 
Places 2023). In 1821, Rapelje donated two acres of land for an Anglican church and cemetery. The 
church was known as the St. Thomas Church. That same year, a plan for the town plot of St. Thomas 
was completed by Burwell, comprising 35-acres with lots fronting Talbot Road (Miller 1967). The St. 
Thomas Church was completed in 1824, and additions were added in 1825, funded by Colonel Talbot 
(Canada’s Historic Places 2023).  

The community of St. Thomas continued to grow and was incorporated as a village in 1851 and as a town 
in 1861 (Sims 1984). Historical mapping from 1864 shows the Study Area located just outside the built-up 
area of the St. Thomas street grid (Figure 3). Historical mapping from 1877 depicts the Study Area within 
the bounds of the town limits of St. Thomas (Figure 4).  

In July 1882, the property containing present-day 57 Walnut Street was purchased by the Ladies’ 
Benevolent and Temperance Society of St. Thomas. The organization was dedicated to the care of the 
elderly and homeless in the area as well as the promotion of abstention from alcohol. By the end of 1882, 
the Society had constructed the Thomas Williams Home at present-day 57 Walnut (Plate 1). The home 
served as a “refuge for indigent citizens” (Elgin County Archives 2013). Fire insurance mapping from 
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1903 shows the Thomas Williams Home and the adjacent church and cemetery (Figure 5). In 1956, the 
mission of the Thomas Williams Home changed to care for senior citizens. The Thomas Williams Home 
operated until its sale into private ownership in 1994 (Elgin County Archives 2013). This structure 
remained on the property until its destruction by fire in 2022 (London Free Press 2022). 

Plate 1 57 Walnut Street in 1975 (Elgin County Archives 1975) 
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4 Site Description 

4.1 Introduction 

A site visit of the Study Area was undertaken on February 27, 2023, by Meaghan Rivard, Senior Heritage 
Consultant with Stantec, who was accompanied by the Proponent. The weather conditions were cold and 
snowy. The site visit consisted of examination of the Study Area and streetscape. Photos of the 
streetscape and 55 Walnut Street were taken from the public right-of-way. Photographs were taken on an 
Apple iPhone11 at a resolution of 72 dots per inch and 4032 by 3024 pixels. 

4.2 Landscape Setting 

The Study Area is located on the south side of Walnut Street, west of Stanley Street and southeast of 
Church Street, which terminates at Walnut Street near the western property line of the Study Area. The 
property is located approximately 300 metres from the western end of the City’s downtown core at 
Stanley Street and Talbot Street.  

Walnut Street in the Study Area is a quiet, predominantly residential side street with two lanes paved in 
asphalt, no curbs, a concrete sidewalk on the north side of the street, and narrow asphalt pathway on the 
south side of the street between Stanley Street and the property at 55 Walnut Street. The asphalt path is 
separated from the road by a narrow strip of grass. Timber utility poles with municipal streetlights are 
located on the south side of the road (Photo 1 and Photo 2).  

The Study Area is located within a primarily residential setting along Walnut Street, with a mix of one to 
two- and one-half storey residential properties surrounding it. These residences were designed with a mix 
of architectural influences ranging in date from the mid-to-late 19th century and mid-20th century (Photo 3 
and Photo 4). The surrounding properties are clad in vinyl or aluminum siding, wooden clapboard 
cladding, brick, and manufactured stone (Photo 5 and Photo 6). Mature deciduous and coniferous trees 
are located within front yards of the surrounding properties, along with landscaped yards containing 
driveways, walkways, shrubs, and plantings.  
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Photo 1 57 Walnut Street, looking south  

 
Photo 2 Timber utility poles with municipal 

streetlights, looking south  

 
Photo 3 Streetscape along Walnut Street, 

looking west 

 
Photo 4 Streetscape Walnut Street, looking east 

 
Photo 5 Material of surrounding properties, 

example brick, looking south  

 
Photo 6 Material of surrounding properties, 

example clad in vinyl or aluminum 
siding, looking west 
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4.3 Study Area 

The Study Area is a 1.39-acre parcel of land with frontage on Walnut Street and rear lot frontage on V.A. 
Barrie Park. The property is currently vacant. The property previously contained Walnut Manor, a 
supportive living facility that was permanently closed and vacated prior to its destruction by fire in August 
2022. The Study Area currently contains the remnants of a semi-circular driveway to the former Walnut 
Manor, and a mix of mature and intermediate deciduous and coniferous trees. The rear portion of the 
property contains a mix of trees and brush, sloping down a hill onto V.A. Barrie Park  

4.4 55 Walnut Street 

The property at 55 Walnut Street contains the St. Thomas Pioneer Church. The church is an early 
example of vernacular Gothic Revival architecture with basilica plan (Photo 7, Photo 8, and Photo 9). The 
church has a medium pitched cross gable roof with a crenelated tower and slender octagonal spire over 
the front (east) entrance. The church is clad in buff brick that has ben covered with white stucco on the 
north and south façades. The tower has clapboard cladding while the roof and spire are clad with metal. 
There are four lancet arch windows along both the north and south facades of the church, and the tower 
has louvred vents in a similar lancet shape. Lancet windows are also located on the east façade on either 
side of the entrance, which consists of paneled wooden doors and a lancet transom. All lancet windows 
have intersecting tracery in the arch (Photo 10 and Photo 11). The transept and sanctuary walls have 
ogee-arch windows with simple wood muntins and intersecting tracery or small quatrefoils. The south 
façade has a small one storey side-gable roof addition clad in buff brick and white stucco. The east 
façade of the addition has a single door and a rectangular 9/6 sash window. 

The church is surrounded by a cemetery with stone grave markers and a long, paved, asphalt pathway 
leading from Walnut Street to the church entrance. The church property is accessed through a lych-gate 
constructed of ashlar stone piers and a timber gabled roof with timber finial and timber vertical siding. The 
gate contains copper memorial and dedication plates (Photo 12, Photo 13, and Photo 14). 
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Photo 7 Front façade of church, looking south 

 

 
Photo 8 East façade of church, looking west 

 
Photo 9 East façade of church, looking west 

 

 
Photo 10 Lancet windows on either side of the 

entrance, which consists of paneled 
wooden doors and a lancet transom, 
looking south 

 
Photo 11 East façade wooden framed windows, 

looking west 

 

 
Photo 12 Entrance Lych-gate, looking south 
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Photo 13 ‘The Glory of God’ copper memorial plate, 

looking south 

 

 
Photo 14 ‘St. Thomas Church (Anglican) 1824’ 

copper dedication plate, looking south 
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5 Statement of Cultural Heritage Value of Interest 

The Study Area is adjacent to 55 Walnut Street, the St. Thomas Pioneer Church, which is designated 
under Part IV of the Ontario Heritage Act and subject to an OHT Easement. The statements of CHVI are 
contained below in their entirety and unedited. Copies of the Bylaw and Easement are contained in 
Appendix A. 

5.1 City of St. Thomas By-Law 100-82 

5.1.1 Historical and Architectural Value or Interest Reasons 

The Church was built in 1823 and was used for regular worship of area pioneers from 1824 to 1877. 

It is a frame construction typical of early pioneers, with Lancete [sic] windows and a castellated tower on 
which sits a spire. The building continues to be used for public worship during the summer months; also, 
there is the occasional wedding performed there.  

The church building is surrounded by the pioneer cemetery where most of the early settlers and their 
descendants are buried.  

5.2 OHT Easement 

5.2.1 Description of Historic Place 

The building at 55 Walnut Street, known as St. Thomas Pioneer Church, is situated in the City of St. 
Thomas. The brick and stucco building was designed in the Gothic Revival style and was constructed in 
1824. The exterior, selected elements of the interior and the scenic character of the property are 
protected by an Ontario Heritage Trust conservation easement registered in 1988. A plaque 
commemorating the church was unveiled in 1959.The property is also designated by the Town of St. 
Thomas under Part IV of the Ontario Heritage Act (Bylaw 100-82).  

5.2.2 Heritage Value 

St. Thomas Pioneer Church is historically significant for its association with Col. Thomas Talbot, Capt. 
Daniel Rapelje, Bishop Chalres Stewart and the establishment of the Anglican Church in St. Thomas. The 
area around St. Thomas was originally part of a grant received by Col. Thomas Talbot (1771-1853) in 
1803. Talbot, an Irish aristocrat, arrived in Quebec in 1790 and amassed a fortune selling land to settlers 
while opening Elgin County to settlement. Daniel Rapelje (1774-1828), an American who came to Upper 
Canada in 1802, became a captain of the 1st Middlesex Militia after serving in the War of 1812. Following 
the war, Capt. Rapelje built a grist-mill which attracted new settlers to the area. In 1821, Rapelje donated 
two acres of his original land grant to be used for a church building and a burial ground for Anglican 
adherents in the area. Rapelje had already buried two sons on the site in 1819. The church was 
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constructed in 1824 and a tower, steeple and chancel added in 1825, financed by a donation from Col. 
Thomas Talbot. As one of the earliest churches in area, the congregation had to rely on visiting 
missionary ministers until a permanent rector could be secured. The most important visiting minister was 
Rev. Charles James Stewart, who spent much of his career helping to establish the Anglican church in 
southwestern Ontario. Rev. Stewart (1775-1837) arranged for the first Holy Communion at the church on 
June 19, 1825. Though Stewart became the Bishop of Quebec in 1826, he would return to St. Thomas 
often. The church’s first incumbent was the Rev. Alexander Mackintosh, a missionary deacon who served 
from 1824-1829. The church was consecrated in 1833 and would serve the congregation continuously 
until 1877 when Trinity Church opened. The 1824 church building then served as a Sunday school, losing 
its bell to Trinity Church. A new bell was donated to St. Thomas Church in the 1950s and is used to call 
worshippers to the church every June 19th in commemoration of the first Holy Communion. 

5.2.3 Architectural Value 

St. Thomas Pioneer Church is architecturally significant as an early example of vernacular Gothic Revival 
architecture in Ontario. The church has a basilica plan with modest transepts and a tower and steeple 
over the entrance. The nave has four bays characterized by lancet windows with finely crafted 
intersecting tracery in the arch. The east entrance, with its crenellated tower and gable end, also features 
a double door enclosed within a lancet arch with intersecting tracery. In the 1840s the church was 
extended to the south and transept galleries and a vestry were added. The pulpit was also relocated to 
the junction of the nave and transept at that time. The interior is characterized by simple white walls and 
box pews, called ‘family pews’. The galleries have simple wainscoting panels of dark wood. The transept 
and sanctuary walls have ogee-arch windows with simple wood muntins of intersecting tracery and small 
quatrefoils. The exterior walls of the nave are rendered with white stucco over brick. The tower is wood-
frame with white clapboard and contains a pair of lancet louvered vents on the façade, and single lancet 
louvered vents on the sides. The crenellation of the tower is replicated along the slope of the gable roof of 
the façade. The very tall and slender octagonal needle spire rises from above the crenellated tower and is 
clad with metal shingles.  

5.2.4 Contextual Value 

Located on Walnut Street in the City of St. Thomas, St. Thomas Pioneer Church’s heritage value is 
greatly enhanced by its contextual setting. Surrounded by a graveyard dating back to 1819, the church 
yard is the final resting place of many generations of Anglicans in St. Thomas. The lych-gate and many 
trees in the cemetery also enhance the park-like surroundings of the church. 

5.2.5 Character Defining Elements 

Items that contribute to the historical value of the St. Thomas Pioneer Church include:  

• Its association with Col. Thomas Talbot 

• Its association with Capt. Daniel Rapelje 

• Its association with Rev. Charles James Stewart (later Bishop of Quebec) 
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• Its association with the Anglican church in St. Thomas. 

Exterior features that contribute to the architectural value of the St. Thomas Pioneer Church include:  

• The basilica plan with modest transepts 

• The wood-frame tower with clapboard siding 

• The stucco-clad nave and façade walls 

• The brick transept walls 

• The octagonal needle spire clad in metal 

• The lancet louvered vents in the tower  

• The lancet windows in the nave walls with intersecting tracery 

• The ogee-arch windows in the transept and sanctuary 

• The intersecting tracery with quatrefoils in the ogee-arch windows 

• The crenellation of the tower 

• The crenellation of the gable roof of the façade 

Interior features that contribute to the architectural value of the St. Thomas Pioneer Church include:  

• The wood pulpit located on the east side of the church 

• The arrangement and use of box pews 

• The simple wood-panelled galleries 

Characteristics that contribute to the contextual value of the St. Thomas Pioneer Church include:  

• Its location at the edge of the historic boundary of the City of St. Thomas 

• Its proximity to many of the oldest gravesites in St. Thomas 

• Its entrance through a lych-gate 

Its park-like setting with many mature deciduous trees 
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6 Impact Assessment 

6.1 Description of Proposed Undertaking 

Walnut Park Inc. is proposing to construct a three-storey, 21-unit apartment building on the existing 
property at 57 Walnut Street, adjacent to the protected property at 55 Walnut Street. The proposed 
apartment building will have access from 59 Walnut Street (subject to site plan approval) and include a 
rear parking area also accessed from 59 Walnut Street. The building is proposed to be set back 9.8 
metres from the right-of-way, 12.8 metres from the property at 55 Walnut Street, and 4.5 metres from the 
property line of 59 Walnut Street.  

The proposed development will have a modified mansard style and flat-topped roof with asphalt shingles 
on the mansard slope. The building is proposed to be clad in a rough finished stone cladding on the first 
storey and front entrance projection, with External Insulation Finishing System (EIFS) or similar cladding 
on the second and third storeys, punctuated with horizontal composite siding on window projections. The 
EIFS and siding are proposed in neutral colours. Renderings for the proposed development Are included 
in Appendix B, along with a site plan of the proposed development. The proposed development is to be of 
the same style as the completed three and five storey structures at 75 and 65 Walnut Street.  

6.2 Assessment of Impacts to Identified Heritage 
Attributes 

An assessment of impacts of the proposed development to the heritage attributes of 55 Walnut Street is 
provided in Table 1 and Table 2 (see Section 6.3 for identification of heritage attributes). Impacts are 
defined by InfoSheet #5 (see Section 2.4). 

Table 1 Evaluation of Potential Direct Impacts 

Direct Impact Impact 
Anticipated  

Relevance to 825 Riverside Drive West 

Destruction of any, or part of 
any, significant heritage 
attributes or features. 

No The proposed development is adjacent to 55 Walnut Street and will 
not result in the destruction of the church or heritage attributes. 
Therefore, no mitigation measures are required.  

Alteration that is not 
sympathetic, or is 
incompatible, with the historic 
fabric and appearance. 

No The proposed development is adjacent to 55 Walnut Street and will 
not result in the alteration of the church or heritage attributes. 
Therefore, no mitigation measures are required.  
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Table 2 Evaluation of Potential Indirect Impacts 

Indirect Impact Impact 
Anticipated 

Relevance to 825 Riverside Drive West 

Shadows created that alter the 
appearance of a heritage attribute or 
change the viability of a natural feature 
or plantings, such as a garden 

No The proposed development is a three-storey structure to be 
set back 12.8 metres from the property line of 55 Walnut 
Street, and at least 12.8 metres from the edge of the church 
(vestry addition). As a result, the proposed new development 
is unlikely to create shadows that would alter the appearance 
or viability of heritage attributes of 55 Walnut Street. 
Therefore, no mitigation measures are required.  

Isolation of a heritage attribute from 
its surrounding environment, context, 
or a significant relationship 

No The proposed development is located adjacent to the 
protected property at 55 Walnut Street and will not result in 
the isolation of heritage attributes from their surroundings, 
context, or environment. Therefore, no mitigation 
measures are required. 

Direct or indirect obstruction of 
significant views or vistas within, from, 
or of built and natural features 

No Views are not identified as heritage attributes in the 
designating bylaw or statement of significance for the 
property at 55 Walnut Street. Therefore, no mitigation 
measures are required. 

A change in land use such as 
rezoning a battlefield from open space 
to residential use, allowing new 
development or site alteration to fill in 
the formerly open spaces 

No The proposed undertaking will not result in a change in land 
use of the property at 55 Walnut Street. Therefore, no 
mitigation measures are required. 

Land disturbances such as a change 
in grade that alters soil, and drainage 
patterns that adversely affect an 
archaeological resource 

Yes  The proposed development and construction (grading, 
parking lot paving, etc.) will occur within the property parcel of 
57 Walnut Street. There is the potential for indirect land 
disturbances related to adjacent project activities and 
vibration activities as the church and grave markers are 
within 50 metres of the proposed undertaking. Accordingly, 
mitigation measures must be prepared. 

6.3 Summary of Impacts to 55 Walnut Street 

Direct impacts were not identified for 55 Walnut Street, as the proposed development will be contained 
within the property parcel of 57 Walnut Street and will not encroach on the adjacent property.  

Indirect impacts to 55 Walnut Street are not anticipated related to shadows, obstruction of views, isolation 
of a heritage resource, and changes in land use. The shadows from the proposed undertaking will not 
alter the appearance of the identified heritage attributes of the church or cemetery. No significant views or 
contextual attributes were identified in the designation by-laws or statement of significance. A change in 
land use is not proposed for 55 Walnut Street.  

There is potential for indirect impacts to the church and grave markers at 55 Walnut Street related to land 
disturbances from construction activities. As outlined in Section 2.4, while impacts of vibration on heritage 
buildings are not well understood, vibrations may be perceptible in buildings with a setback of less than 
40 metres. Given the direct adjacency of proposed development activities, mitigation measures are 
required to conserve the identified heritage resources due to these indirect impacts.  
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7 Mitigation 

7.1 InfoSheet #5 Mitigation Options 

Alternative Development Approaches: The proposed development is located within the property parcel 
at 57 Walnut Street and does not result in the development of any part of 55 Walnut Street. Therefore, 
alternative development is not considered a necessary mitigation measure for this project.  

Isolating Development and Site Alteration from Significant Built and Natural Features and Vistas: 
The proposed development is located on a separate property parcel from the protected property at 55 
Walnut Street and is isolated from the identified heritage attributes of the property due to its proposed 
setbacks of more than 12 metres from the property line. Therefore, isolating development is a mitigation 
measure that has already been implemented in the proposed design.  

Design Guidelines that Harmonize Mass, Setback, Setting, and Materials: The proposed undertaking 
does not result in a in an impact on the heritage attributes of 55 Walnut Street, and the properties are not 
located in a heritage conservation district (HCD) where policies and guidelines would apply to new 
development. The proposed exterior materials have been selected to harmonize with the design of the 
adjacent church and surrounding area while being sensitive to heritage considerations. This is achieved 
through the use of historic-inspired stone cladding, horizontal siding that reflects the church cladding, and 
neutral colours and finishes to be subordinate to the surrounding environment.   

Limiting Height and Density: The proposed development is a three storey, 21-unit apartment building. 
The property is not located within an HCD that has policies or guidelines for height and density. The 
proposed structure’s height of three stories is not anticipated to cause shadowing that would affect the 
heritage attributes of the adjacent property at 55 Walnut Street. Therefore, limiting height and density is 
not considered necessary for this project.  

Allowing Only Compatible Infill: Redevelopment of the property is residential in nature and includes a 
low-density residential structure. The proposed development is compatible to the adjacent property 
through attention to setbacks, materials, and massing, as noted in previous mitigation measures. 
Therefore, this mitigation alternative is not applicable.  

Reversible Alterations: Given the proposed development will occur on the property at 57 Walnut Street 
and alterations will not occur to the property at 55 Walnut Street, this alternative is not applicable within 
the scope of the proposed undertaking. 

Buffer Zones, Site Plan Control, and Other Planning Mechanisms: The potential for land disturbance 
to the adjacent heritage resource has been identified. Additional information as it relates to buffer zones, 
site plan controls, and other planning mechanisms is included in Section 7.2.  

As per InfoSheet #5, the above mitigation measures are not meant to be exhaustive. Alternative 
mitigation measures are discussed in the following sections.   
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7.2 Buffer Zones, Site Plan Control, and Other Planning 
Mechanisms 

As the development is planned directly adjacent to a designated property, site plan controls will serve to 
protect the adjacent property from construction activities. This includes stabilization measures and 
protective barriers for the adjacent building and gravestones to indicate where construction activities 
should be limited. An effective approach typically includes identification of heritage structures on all 
construction plans to provide for sensitive treatment throughout construction activities.  

As identified in Section 6, there is the potential for indirect impacts to the designated property resulting 
from construction-related ground vibration. To mitigate this risk, a strategy to carry out a pre-condition 
survey, vibration monitoring, and post-condition survey is typically employed. These plans are most often 
developed by a licensed Geotechnical Engineer with heritage experience.  

The pre-construction condition survey typically includes screening the adjacent property to establish the 
existing conditions and vulnerability of the structure. Following the pre-construction condition survey, 
acceptable vibration limits for the structure are established prior to construction based on existing 
conditions, soil conditions, and type of construction vibration. Should the need for monitoring be identified, 
monitoring the ground-borne vibration levels in peak particle velocity (PPV) while construction activities 
take place provide for the safeguarding of the structure in line with acceptable limits. The vibration 
monitoring program may include the installation of vibration monitoring equipment in the building. Where 
acceptable levels are exceeded, construction activities may need to be paused as directed by the 
Geotechnical Engineer to determine a less invasive method for construction. This could range from an 
adjustment in equipment to avoidance of a certain portion of the property given ground conditions. Only 
after vibration levels have decreased does construction resume. A post-construction condition survey 
would assist in documenting damage associated with construction activities.  
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8 Recommendations 

The HIA has considered the designating bylaw and statement of significance for the property at 55 
Walnut Street. Following review, an impact assessment was carried out to identify the potential impacts of 
the proposed development at 57 Walnut Street. The impact assessment determined that the proposed 
development would result in the potential for indirect impacts to 55 Walnut Street based on its proximity to 
the proposed development. To mitigate these impacts, measures are recommended in the following 
sections.  

8.1 Landscape Plan 

It is recommended that a landscape plan be prepared to soften the appearance of the proposed 
development from the “park like setting” of 55 Walnut Street, which is identified as a heritage attribute. 
This would include attention to planting along the property boundary and vegetative screening of parking 
areas adjacent to 55 Walnut Street. 

8.2 Site Plan Controls and Vibration Monitoring 

To limit negative indirect impacts on the adjacent church and grave markers, the adjacent property should 
be isolated from construction-related activities. These controls should be indicated on all construction 
mapping, flagged in the field onsite, and communicated to construction team leads. Site plan controls 
should also include stabilization measures and protective barriers for the adjacent designated property to 
indicate where construction activities should be limited, this should include at minimum the installation of 
temporary fencing around heritage features. In addition, vibration studies for the designated property 
should be completed under the direction of a qualified geotechnical engineer or vibration specialist. A 
recommended approach to vibration assessment is as follows: 

1. Pre-condition survey should be prepared by a qualified engineer to determine the maximum 
acceptable vibration levels, or PPV levels and the appropriate buffer distance between 
construction activities and the adjacent heritage resource.  

2. Vibration monitoring should be carried out and consist of monitoring the ground-borne vibration 
levels, in PPV while construction activities take place.  

3. Post-construction condition survey should be carried out as determined by the Geotechnical 
Engineer. Post-construction condition survey shall be conducted after completion of construction 
for comparison purposes. 
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CITY OF S T . THOMAS 1 0 0 - 8 2 
BY-LAW NO. 1 0 0 - 8 2 

A by-law to designate the Old St. Thomas 
Church at 55 Walnut Street, in the City 
of St. Thomas of historic and architectural 
value. 

WHEREAS pursuant to The Ontario Heritage Act, R.S.O. 1980, 

the Council of a municipality may by by-law designate a property 

including buildings and structures thereon to be of historic or 

architectural value or interest. 

AND WHEREAS notice of intention to so designate the property 

known as the Old St. Thomas Church at 55 Walnut Street, St. Thomas, 

Ontario, having been duly published and served, no notice of 

objection was received to such designation; 

BE IT THEREFORE ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CORPORATION OF 

THE CITY OF ST. THOMAS, AS FOLLOWS: 

1. There is designated as being of historic and architectural 

value or interest the real property, more particularly described 

in Schedule "A" hereto, known as the Old St. Thomas Church at 

55 Walnut Street, in the City of St. Thomas, for the reasons set 

out in Schedule "B" hereto. 

2. The City Solicitor is hereby authorized to cause a copy of 

this by-law to be registered upon the title to the property 

described in Schedule "A" hereto in the proper Land Registry Office. 

3. The City Clerk is hereby authorized to cause a copy of this 

by-law to be served, upon the owner of the aforesaid property 

and upon the Ontario Heritage Foundation and to cause notice of 

this by-law to be published in The St. Thomas Times Journal, and to 

enter the description of the aforesaid property, the name and 

address of its registered owner, and short reasons for its 

designation in the Register of all properties designated under Part 

IV of The Ontario Heritage Act, 1974. 

4. This by-law comes into force on the day it is finally passed. 

READ a First and Second time this 18th day of October, 1982. 

READ a Third time and Finally passed this 18th day of October, 1982. 

.. /•>•'*'< .*-^< iD-Airx 
'-_ CITY CLERK / / MAJTOR (/ 
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Registered Plan 192 is N 89° 00' 20" 

10 0-8|2 
SCHEDULE "A" to By-Law 100-82 

All of Lot 12, Plan 192, and being in the City of St. Thomas, in the County of 

Elcin and being composed of Part of Lot No. 11, Plan 192, which may be more 

particularly described as follows: ' 

PREMISING that the bearing of the southerly limit of Walnut Street as shown on 

W and relating all bearings herein thereto. 

©MENCING at a point in the North limit of Lot 11, being the southerly limit of 

Kalnut Street which point is Twenty-two Feet, Five Inches (22'5") East of the 

North West angle of Lot No. 11, Plan 192; 

THENCE East, along the Northerly limit of Lot 11 Seventy Feet (70') to the North 

West angle of said Lot No. 12; 

THENCE South along the Westerly limit of Lot 12, One Hundred and Sixty-five Feet 

(165') to the South West angle of said Lot No. 12; 

THENCE South Seventy-One Degrees, Forty Minutes (71 40') East and along the 

Southerly limit of Lot 12 Three Hundred and Seventy-Seven Feet, Six Inches 

(377'6") to a point in South East angle of Lot No. 12; 

THENCE South One Degree, Thirty-four minutes Forty seconds (S.1°34'40"W) West and 

along the Southerly production of the.East limit of Lot No. 12 One Hundred Feet 

(100') to a point which is the North East angle of Part 2 on Reference Plan 11R-112; 

THENCE North Seventy Degrees, Four Minutes, Thirty-five Seconds (N70°04'35"IV) West 

and along the north limit of Part 2 on Reference Plan 11R-112, 465.65' to the North 

fest angle of Part 2 on Reference Plan 11R-112; 

THENCE North Eight Degrees, Seven Minutes, Ten Seconds (N.8°7'10"E) East, 233.77' 

the place of beginning. 
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1 0 0 - 8 2 
SCHEDULE "B" bo By-Law 100-82_ 

HISTORIC AND ARCHITECTURAL VALUE 

OR INTEREST REASONS 

The Church was built in 1823 and was used for regular 

worship of area pioneers from 1824 to 1877. 

It is a frame construction typical of early pioneers, 

with Lancete windows and a castellated tower on which 

sits a spire. The building continues to be used for public 

worship during the summer months; also there is the 

occasional wedding performed there. 

The church building is surrounded by the pioneer cemetary 

where most of the early settlers and their descendants are 

buried. 
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1/3 

 

Statement of Significance 
St. Thomas Pioneer Church  

 
 
Description of Historic Place 
 

The building at 55 Walnut Street, known as St. 
Thomas Pioneer Church, is situated in the City 
of St. Thomas.  The brick and stucco building 
was designed in the Gothic Revival style and 
was constructed in 1824.  The exterior, selected 
elements of the interior and the scenic 
character of the property are protected by an 
Ontario Heritage Trust conservation easement 
registered in 1988. A plaque commemorating 
the church was unveiled in 1959.The property is 
also designated by the Town of St. Thomas 
under Part IV of the Ontario Heritage Act 
(Bylaw 100-82). 

         
 
Heritage Value 
 
Historic Value: 
 
St. Thomas Pioneer Church is historically significant for its association with Col. Thomas Talbot, Capt. 
Daniel Rapelje, Bishop Chalres Stewart and the establishment of the Anglican Church in St. Thomas. 
The area around St. Thomas was originally part of a grant received by Col. Thomas Talbot (1771-1853) 
in 1803. Talbot, an Irish aristocrat, arrived in Quebec in 1790 and amassed a fortune selling land to 
settlers while opening Elgin County to settlement. Daniel Rapelje (1774-1828), an American who came 
to Upper Canada in 1802, became a captain of the 1st Middlesex Militia after serving in the War of 
1812. Following the war, Capt. Rapelje built a grist-mill which attracted new settlers to the area. In 
1821, Rapelje donated two acres of his original land grant to be used for a church building and a burial 
ground for Anglican adherents in the area. Rapelje had already buried two sons on the site in 1819.  
The church was constructed in 1824 and a tower, steeple and chancel added in 1825, financed by a 
donation from Col. Thomas Talbot. As one of the earliest churches in area, the congregation had to rely 
on visiting missionary ministers until a permanent rector could be secured. The most important visiting 
minister was Rev. Charles James Stewart, who spent much of his career helping to establish the 
Anglican church in southwestern Ontario. Rev. Stewart (1775-1837) arranged for the first Holy 
Communion at the church on June, 19, 1825. Though Stewart became the Bishop of Quebec in 1826, 
he would return to St. Thomas often. The church’s first incumbent was the Rev. Alexander Mackintosh, 
a missionary deacon who served from 1824-1829. The church was consecrated in 1833 and would 
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serve the congregation continuously until 1877 when Trinity Church opened. The 1824 church building 
then served as a Sunday school, losing its bell to Trinity Church. A new bell was donated to St. Thomas 
Church in the 1950s and is used to call worshippers to the church every June 19th in commemoration of 
the first Holy Communion.  
 
Architectural Value: 
 
St. Thomas Pioneer Church is architecturally significant as an early example of vernacular Gothic 
Revival architecture in Ontario. The church has a basilica plan with modest transepts and a tower and 
steeple over the entrance. The nave has four bays characterized by lancet windows with finely crafted 
intersecting tracery in the arch. The east entrance with its crenellated tower and gable end also 
features a double door enclosed within a lancet arch with intersecting tracery. In the 1840s the church 
was extended to the south and transept galleries and a vestry were added. The pulpit was also 
relocated to the junction of the nave and transept at that time. The interior is characterized by simple 
white walls and box pews, called ‘family pews’. The galleries have simple wainscoting panels of dark 
wood. The transept and sanctuary walls have ogee-arch windows with simple wood muntins of 
intersecting tracery and small quatrefoils. The exterior walls of the nave are rendered with white stucco 
over brick. The tower is wood-frame with white clapboard and contains a pair of lancet louvered vents 
on the façade, and single lancet louvered vents on the sides. The crenellation of the tower is replicated 
along the slope of the gable roof of the façade. The very tall and slender octagonal needle spire rises 
from above the crenellated tower and is clad with metal shingles.  
 
Contextual Value: 
 
Located on Walnut Street in the City of St. Thomas, St. Thomas Pioneer Church’s heritage value is 
greatly enhanced by its contextual setting. Surrounded by a graveyard dating back to 1819, the church 
yard is the final resting place of many generations of Anglicans in St. Thomas. The lych-gate and many 
trees in the cemetery also enhance the park-like surroundings of the church. 
 
Source: OHT Easement Files 
 
Character Defining Elements 
 
Items that contribute to the historical value of the St. Thomas Pioneer Church include: 

 Its association with Col. Thomas Talbot; 
 Its association with Capt. Daniel Rapelje; 
 Its association with Rev. Charles James Stewart (later Bishop of Quebec); 
 Its association with the Anglican church in St. Thomas.  

 
Exterior features that contribute to the architectural value of the St. Thomas Pioneer Church include: 

 The basilica plan with modest transepts; 
 The wood-frame tower with clapboard siding; 
 The stucco-clad nave and façade walls; 
 The brick transept walls; 
 The octagonal needle spire clad in metal; 
 The lancet louvered vents in the tower; 
 The lancet windows in the nave walls with intersecting tracery; 
 The ogee-arch windows in the transept and sanctuary; 
 The intersecting tracery with quatrefoils in the ogee-arch windows; 
 The crenellation of the tower; 
 The crenellation of the gable roof of the façade.  
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Interior features that contribute to the architectural value of the St. Thomas Pioneer Church include: 

 The wood pulpit located on the east side of the church; 
 The arrangement and use of box pews; 
 The simple wood-panelled galleries. 

 
Characteristics that contribute to the contextual value of the St. Thomas Pioneer Church include: 

 Its location at the edge of the historic boundary of the City of St. Thomas; 
 Its proximity to many of the oldest gravesites in St. Thomas; 
 Its entrance through a lych-gate; 
 Its park-like setting with many mature deciduous trees. 
 

 

 
 

                       
 

Ontario Heritage Trust 
10 Adelaide Street East 
   
   
 

T  416-325-5000 
F  416-325-5071 
 

www.heritagetrust.on.ca 
programs@heritagetrust.on.ca 
 

Toronto, ON        
M5C  1J3            
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Heritage Impact Assessment – 57 Walnut Street, St. Thomas, Ontario 
Appendix B Proposed Site Plan, Landscape Plan, and Renderings 
August 21, 2025 

 
 

Appendix B Proposed Site Plan, Landscape Plan, 
and Renderings 
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CORPORATION OF THE CITY OF ST. THOMAS 
OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK 

t. (519) 631.1680    f. (519) 633.9019
e. customerservice@stthomas.ca

545 Talbot St., P.O. Box 520, City Hall 
St. Thomas, Ontario, N5P 3V7 

APPLICATION FOR A DESIGNATED HERITAGE PERMIT  
Pursuant to Sections 32(2), 34(2) and 32(1) of the Ontario Heritage Act 

OFFICE USE:  Date Application Received:_________________ Consultation Date: _______________ 
Date Application Deemed Complete: _____________________ 

OWNER/APPLICANT 
1. Property Owner

Name: ______________________________________________________________________________________

Address: ____________________________________________________________________________________

Postal Code: ___________________________ Phone: ____________________________________________

E-mail: ______________________________________________________________________________________

2. Agent/Applicant
Name: ______________________________________________________________________________________

Company: __________________________________________________________________________________

Address: ____________________________________________________________________________________

Postal Code: ___________________________ Phone: ____________________________________________

E-mail: ______________________________________________________________________________________

Who is the primary contact? Registered Owner Applicant/Agent 
*Note: Unless otherwise requested, all communications will be sent to the Applicant.

Please indicate your preferred method of communication: 
Phone   E-mail   Mail 

*Note: Unless otherwise indicated, all communications will be sent via e-mail.

PROPERTY INFORMATION 
1. Municipal Address: _________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Legal Description: __________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

SUMMARY OF WORK PROPOSED 
1. What kind of permit is required? Please check all that apply.

Designated Heritage Properties 
Alteration of Designated Heritage Property 

Demolition or Removal of Designated Heritage Property  

Amendment to Designation by-law  

Repealing of By-law for Currently Designated Heritage Property 

Listed Heritage Properties 
De-listing of Property from the Heritage Register  

April 1, 2026
April 1, 2026
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2. What is the current status of the property? Please check all that apply.
Individually Designated Property Part of the Heritage Conservation District 
Listed on Heritage Register Not Currently Listed or Designated  

3. For alterations and demolitions, check all types of work included in your proposed request
or project:

Demolition of a building or part of a building, such as a building façade  
Removal of a building to a different location on site or to another site  
Erection of a new building, a new façade, an addition to an existing building, new  
garage or a wall  
Structural intervention that affects the external appearance of a building  
Repointing and repairing masonry, cleaning masonry of paint or grime, or painting  
or staining  
Removal of parging, external insulation and finish system, siding or façade screen  
from walls or installation of new wall material to replace or cover existing wall  
material  
Alteration of doors and windows, their heads and their surrounds, or cutting of new 
door and window openings in walls  
Alteration of roofline or skyline by changes to cornices, overhangs, eaves, parapets,  
chimneys, dormers, rooftop equipment, towers and roof shape, or alteration of  
historic roof coverings such as slate  
Removal or addition of architectural detail, such as storefront cornices, decorative  
brickwork, stone trim, brackets, window shutters, awnings, porches and balconies  
Erection of a sign 

4. For alterations and demolitions, explain the reasons for undertaking the alterations or
demolition and describe how the proposal conforms to the Part IV individual designation
by-law. Attach additional page(s) if needed.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

5. For amendments to designation by-laws, requests to repeal designation by-laws, and
requests to de-list property on the Heritage Register, please provide your rationale for
the property not having cultural heritage value or interest as contained in the Part IV
individual designation by-law or reasons for listing. Attach additional page(s) if needed.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

6. Please list below any documents included with this submission (drawings, site plan,
specifications, photographs, and other documents as needed to illustrate the project or
request). Requirements will depend on the scale of the project.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________

X

X

The original design incorporated this stairwell on the interior of the building, but due to a chance in 
tenancy and the requirements of this new tenant, we would need to move this stairwell to the exterior of the 
building to provide the square footage and layout that meets their business needs. The staircase has been 
designed using black metal to replicate the look of traditional fire escapes. 
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APPLICANT DECLARATION  

By making this application, permission is hereby granted to any municipal staff members to 
enter upon the premises described in this application at a reasonable time for the purpose of 
inspecting the property in relation to the proposed application and for distributing information 
concerning the same. This information is being collected pursuant to the Ontario Heritage Act, 
Municipal Act, and the Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. The 
information contained herein will be distributed to bodies and agencies prescribed by legislation 
and regulation and also to interested parties.  

If this application is signed by an agent or solicitor on behalf of an applicant, the owner’s written 
authorization must accompany the application (Appendix A). If the applicant is a corporation 
acting without an agent or solicitor, the application must be signed by an officer of the 
corporation and the corporation’s seal (if any) must be affixed.  

MUNICIPAL FREEDOM OF INFORMATION AND PROTECTION OF PRIVACY ACT 

Application information is collected under the authority of Sections 33(2), 34(2) and 32(1) of the 
Ontario Heritage Act. In accordance with the Act, it is the policy of the City of St. Thomas to 
provide public access to all applications and supporting documentation to the City relating to 
Heritage Permits.  

I ___________________________________________, the owner or authorized agent, hereby agree and  
(Print name of owner or authorized agent) 
acknowledge that the information contained in this application and any documentation, 
including reports, studies and drawings, provided in support of the application, by myself, my 
agents, consultants and solicitors, constitutes public information and will become part of the 
public record. As such, and in accordance with the provisions of the Municipal Freedom of 
Information and Protection of Privacy Act, R.S.O. 1990, c.M. 56, I hereby consent to the City of St. 
Thomas making this application and its supporting documentation available to the general 
public, including copying and disclosing the application and its supporting documentation to any 
third part upon their request.  

Collection of Personal Information 

Personal information on this form is collected under the authority of the Ontario Heritage Act. 
The information will be used for the purposes of administering the heritage permit application 
and ensuring appropriate service of notice of receipt. Questions about this collection should be 
directed to the Manager of Legislative Services and Deputy City Clerk, 519-631-1680 ext. 4125.  

AFFIDAVIT OR SWORN DECLARATION 

I, ____________________________________ of _______________________ in the province of ________________,  
name of applicant                                       City

make oath and say (or solemnly declare) that the information required under the authority of 
the Ontario Heritage Act and provided by the applicant in this application is accurate, and that 
the information contained in the documents that accompany this application is accurate.  

Sworn (or declared) before me at ____________________ on this ________ day of ___________, 20______. 
City                                 Day                     Month          Year 

__________________________________________ ________________________ 
Signature of Owner or Authorized Agent           Date 

__________________________________________ _________________________ 
Signature of Commissioner of Oaths, etc.    Date 
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APPENDIX A – AUTHORIZATION OF OWNER   
 
If the applicant is not the owner of the subject lands, please complete the owner authorization 
concerning personal information as set out below.  
 
I, ___________________________________________ am the owner of the subject lands and I authorize 
 
 ___________________________________________, to act on our behalf as the agent for the submissions 
required for all matters relating to the subject lands, and to provide any of my personal 
information that will be included in this application or collected during the planning process.  
 
 
__________________________________________   _____________________________ 
                 Signature of Owner                Date 
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